
Young Conservatives for Energy Reform is a network of 
conservative activists who believe in taking a clear-eyed look 
at our nation’s energy needs and sources, and pushing for 
policies that best suit America’s interests in the 21st century. 

America’s energy posture—especially our over-dependence 
on foreign oil—is a risk to our economy and our national 
security. 

It’s time to adopt a “Made in America” approach to energy 
that will boost energy independence and help revive our 
economy. 

Real energy reform—weaning our nation from foreign oil, 
boosting efficiency, and developing homegrown alternatives 
from natural gas to biofuels to wind and solar-—means a 
more prosperous, safe, secure, and healthy America, and a 
better future for our nation’s families.  

America’s over-dependence on foreign sources of 
energy threatens America’s struggling economy.  

• Over-dependence on foreign oil holds the American 
economy hostage to the worldwide oil market, 
whose prices we cannot control.

• Oil price spikes have preceded four of the last  
five recessions. 

• Every day, the United States sends roughly a billion 
dollars to other countries to buy oil. 

America’s over-dependence on oil threatens our 
national security and our standing in the world.

• US over-dependence on oil: 
• Constrains our foreign policy options.
• Entangles us with foreign governments that do 

not always share our values.
• Diverts dollars to autocratic regimes.
• Puts the U.S. in the position of sometimes 

funding both sides of the war against terrorism.

“America is addicted to oil, 
which is often imported from 
unstable parts of the world.”  

- President George W. Bush
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America has enough energy resources to reduce our reliance on other countries to meet  
our energy needs—while keeping more of our energy spending here at home, creating more jobs 
and boosting our economy.

• Hydraulic fracturing (fracking) is making domestic natural gas supplies more accessible. 
• Domestic oil production will help reduce dependence on foreign oil. But since the U.S. uses 25% of 

the world’s oil and has only about 3% of known reserves, domestic drilling alone cannot solve  
the problem. 

• The U.S. wind industry has added more than 35% of all new generating capacity over the past  
five years. The average wind farm is expected to be fully competitive with conventional sources of 
electricity by 2016.

• U.S. solar energy installations grew 109% in 2011, and there were more than 100,000 solar workers 
in the U.S. as of August 2011.

• Biofuels and bioenergy—using agricultural products and waste as feedstock— show great promise 
in reviving rural areas that are struggling economically. 

• Energy efficiency leaves more money in the pockets of American families and businesses—money 
that can be saved, invested, and spent on American goods and services. 

• The United States’ clean energy sector grew by 8.3% between 2003 and 2010—nearly twice as fast 
as the overall economy.

The energy revolution is here, and America must lead it. 

• Countries are racing to win the global race for clean energy. Last year, investment in renewable 
energy alone topped a record $260 billion. 

• The U.S. cannot afford to lose our competitive edge in this huge and fast-growing worldwide 
market. The winners will own the technologies that will power the future. 

• If we fail, the U.S. will go from importing oil from other countries, to importing windmills, solar 
panels, and efficiency technology from nations like China, which is investing about a billion dollars 
a week in renewable energy. 

Energy Reform: 
It’s the right thing to do.  It’s the smart thing to do.  It’s the safe thing to do.

Our physical health, our social happiness, and our economic well-being will be 
sustained only by all of us working in partnership as thoughtful, effective stewards 
of our natural resources. 

- President Ronald Reagan‘‘ ‘‘
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